AP Psychology “First Hand” Research Project and APA Brief
You will observe any behavior of your choice in either its natural context… naturalistic observation OR by asking a population specific questions… the survey method.  You will do one or the other, your choice, based on the behavior you are researching and the question that you want answered.  Studies of naturalistic observation involve unobtrusively observing and documenting behaviors in the natural setting while altering the environment as little as possible.  In this type of research, the investigator does nothing to interfere with the subjects’ behavior… in fact a goal of this methodology is to keep subjects from knowing you are observing them.  The opposite is true with the survey method; the subject is quite aware of your research and responds to a series of questions carefully constructed by you.  Both methods have benefits and drawbacks.
DUE Friday August, 19th
Goals:

· Understand the methodologies and uses for naturalistic observation and the survey method.
· Gain insight into human behavior by studying it and sharing results with classmates.

· Successfully carrying out psychological research that is both designed and interpreted by you, the psychologist in training.

Examples/ Ideas for appropriate research topics.

It is your choice of what type of behavior you want to observe, but you may not intentionally observe illegal, potentially embarrassing, or disruptive behavior.

Step One:  Think of a question about human behavior that you want answered. (Think about school behaviors, male/female behaviors, etc)  There are examples below to help you.

Step Two:  Design a short research project that allows you to observe the behavior naturalistically or to gain insight using a survey. (Make sure you get your idea approved by me.)

Step Three:  Document your findings using the APA Research Brief format (see back)
Ideas include:  (you may choose your own too, but make sure it is “do-able”… SEE ME FIRST!)
· Who raises hand and participates more in class, males or females?
· Who spends more time playing video games and what is the impact on their GPA?

· Who watches more TV, males or females?

· Who eats more salads (healthy food) at lunch?  Males or females? Athletes?
· Who spends greater time on task in class? Males? Females? Freshmen? Seniors?
· How often does a typical high school student cheat/copy notes and who does it more?
· Who has more shoes, males or females, and by how much on average? 

· Are people slower to leave a parking space if someone else is obviously waiting for it?
*** High School is a GREAT place to observe human behavior (think about your lunch period!).  The mall is another great place***

Once you have observed your behavior or given your survey to the appropriate sample of people, you will write a short research outline.  Directions are on back.
APA Research Brief Format
Please format your paper as follows.  You are not writing a paper per se, but are putting together a brief outline of your findings.  Must be typed, Times New Roman 12 pt. 

It will look exactly like this…

I.   
Research Information

A.  
Title of Research (you choose a title… for example “Social Behavior in a 



High School Lunchroom”)

B. 
Your name


C.
Date(s) (Dates research was compiled, not when it was handed in)
II
Abstract

A.
Brief summary (may only be one sentence) of aim/purpose of your research.


B.
Brief summary of method used (Hint: you only had one of two choices for this project)


C.
Brief summary of why this method was chosen/why it works best for this research.


D.
Brief summary of results. 


E.
Brief summary of conclusion (your interpretation of why the results are so)
III.
Introduction

A.
Identify your research question.


B.
State why this topic is important or of interest to you.


C.
State your hypothesis (see your textbook if you have a question about this)

IV.
Methods

A. 
Describe the environment(s) where the observation took place.


B.
Describe what you were looking for.

C. 
 Describe how you collected your data (tally, journal, etc)  If using the survey method, you would list the questions you asked here, along with the results)

D.
Explain any ethical considerations (see your textbook).

V.
Results

A.
Summarize your quantitative or qualitative data (see text).  Use descriptive statistics.

B.
Illustrate you data with a table or a graph, whichever fits your research best. (see text)
VI.
Conclusions

A.
State the conclusions that you can draw from your data (Ex: females are 



more on task than males during group projects)

B.
Did the results support you original hypothesis or did they refute it? 


C.
Describe the strengths and limitations (illusionary correlation, etc) of 



your study… what issues did you encounter?

D.
Modifications (if any).  If you were to do the observation again, would 



you do anything differently?

